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ETUFS’ Gangsters Attack Conference of 
The Center for Trade Union and Workers Services
Suspicious Actions of the Ministry for Social Solidarity 
To Constrict CTUWS Activities
The Egyptian Trade Union Federation (ETUF) and its president Hussein Megawir, having failed to solve the problems of more than 20 thousand workers in six spinning and weaving companies (Kafr el Dawaar Company, Sibaghy Al Bayda Company, Synthetic Silk Company, Delta Company in Zifta and Tanta, Al Mansoura Company and Spain Company), launched  a hostile campaign against the Center for Trade Union and Workers Services (CTUWS). Mr. Hussein Megawir used in his campaign every possible accusation and asked the government bodies to close up the CTUWS.

ETUF was not satisfied by its defaming media campaign led by its president Hussein Megawir and Aisha Abdel Hady Minister of Manpower and Immigration against CTUWS. The campaign reached its summit in Sunday evening (4th February 2007) by the accusations and insults addressed by ETUF’s president in a TV interview broadcasted by Dream Satellite TV Channel called “Ten O’clock”. The assault exceeded all the norms and limits when ETUF used gangsters to attack a press conference held by CTUWS at the premises of the Journalists Syndicate on the evening of Wednesday 7th February 2007. About 10:30 a.m. (90 minutes before the beginning of the press conference) the officials of the Syndicate were surprised by Mr. Abdel Rahman Kheir president of the General Trade Union of Military Production and Member of the Shura Council accompanied by more than 50 gangsters. They claimed that they were invited to the press conference, went to the fourth floor of the building and occupied ‘Taha Hussein Hall” where the conference was decided to take place. Then they started cheers against CTUWS. When the officials of the Journalists Syndicate discovered their intention to attack the CTUWS staff, they asked them to leave the place. The gangsters insulted the Syndicate officials and tried to assault the officer in charge. This drove the General Secretary of the Syndicate to issue a decision to cancel the press conference about 11:00 a.m. Assured that the press conference was canceled, the gangsters started to leave the building cheering against the CTUWS repeating Hussein Megawir’s accusations of the CTUWS for treachery, treason and working for foreign bodies. 

When they left the building and the conditions were settled down, it was decided to hold the press conference as scheduled. After the beginning of the conference, the attendees were surprised by the return of the gangsters with Abdel Rahman Kheir about 12:00 o’clock noon. The Syndicate officials tried closed the Syndicate doors and prevented them from entering the building. The gangsters tried to break the gates and assaulted the security staff and some of the journalists who resisted them and tried to defend their Syndicate. They assaulted two journalists Mr. Mohamed Munir and Mr. Aly El Fatih when they confronted them in defence of their Syndicate. Then they started sheers against the Journalists Syndicate and accused it of lying. Their attempts to enter the building by force continued for about an hour and a half. Abdel Rahman Kheir insulted the General Secretary of the Syndicate Mr. Yehya Kallash and ordered his gangsters to sit down on the stairway of the building and to await for the CTUWS activists and General Coordinator in order to assault them.

Several journalists who witnessed the events emphasized that Abdel Rahman Kheir made telephone calls with Aisha Abd El Hady and Hussein Megawir to inform them with the developments of the situation regularly. This confirms the fact that he and his gangsters had a prior agreement with Megawir to impair the press conference and to damage CTUWS’ conference.

On Thursday 8th February 2007 we were surprised by a committee from the Ministry for Social Solidarity headed by a Deputy Minister (Mrs. Wafaa Mohamed) who informed us that the committee has high level directive surpassing the authority of the Minister for Social Solidarity, to follow up and inspect CTUWS’ activities in the framework of tightening the CTUWS’ work !!

The Center for Trade Union and Workers Services, emphasizing that the events of the Journalists Syndicate are registered by photographs, voice recordings and witnesses testimonies, calls upon the authorities to investigate these events. The CTUWS is convinced that such degraded actions and methods indicate the serious results that will take place. Meanwhile, the CTUWS confirms its steadfast position in defending the workers rights and calls upon all the civic society organizations to support it in confronting this fierce attack which reflects the bankruptcy and weakness of the trade union organization which came through counterfeit elections.
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