Egyptian Civic Society Organizations 

Refuse the Attack of the Minister of Manpower Against

The Center for Trade union and Workers Services
The Civic Society Organizations signatories of this statement deplore the attack of the Minister of Manpower and Migration against the Center for Trade union and Workers Services during the meeting of the Shura Council’s Committee for Industrial Production and Energy on Sunday 24/6/2006. The Minister abused the Center and accused it of causing disturbances. The details were published in an exciting manner by Al Ahram Al Masa’i Newspaper of Monday 25/12/2006, Pages 1 and 9 under the headline “Aisha Abd el-Hady Accuses a Rights Center at Helwan of provoking Workers to Strike and Demonstrate”.

The Civic Society Organizations consider such statements issued by someone who occupies a ministerial position as an unfortunate terrorization for a human rights and civil defence organization, while she should have aimed, in stead, to build bridges for dialogue and open the doors for societal participation. 
The Civic Society and Human Rights Organizations, confirming that the right to strike is one of the essential human rights stipulated by the International Convention on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights which is ratified by the Government of Egypt and recognizing the obligation to safeguard this right by virtue of this ratification, consider the defense of this right as a duty for all and refuse to consider it a sort of causing disturbances. These organizations emphasize that the respect and maintenance of human rights, the activation of the mechanisms of societal dialogue and participation, and the empowerment of all the sectors of the society to express their opinions and defend their interests and rights are the sole means to avoid disturbances and realize stability. 
While the Organizations signatories of this statement announce their solidarity with the Center for Trade Union and Workers Services in confronting any attack, they emphasize their conviction of the importance of dialogue, refuse the language of accusation and terrorization that block the road for social dialogue and renew their permanent call to open the door for a real societal dialogue and enhance the democratic mechanisms of dialogue.
Signatories:
	· Egyptian Organization Against torture 
· Arab and African Research Center 
· Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies

· Egyptian Initiative for Personal Rights

· Arab program for Human Rights Activists

· The Egyptian Association for Community Participation Enhancement 

· Arab Penal Reform Organization

· Social Democratic Egyptian Center 

· Center for Alternative Development Studies

· Land Center for Human Rights 

	
	· The Egyptian Organization for Human Rights
· The Arab Center for the Independence of the Judiciary

· The Human Rights Center for the Assistance of the Prisoners 
· Legal Assistance for Human Rights Association

· Hisham Mubarak Law Center
· Al Nadeem Center for Rehabilitation of the Victims of Violence.

· National Center for Human Rights and Care of the Disabled 


